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Edition 14 Wednesday August 26th 2009 
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 Principal’s Report  
 
School Concert 
Tomorrow night at Mentone Girls Grammar Hall 
our 2009 school concert “As Time Goes By” will 
begin at 7:00pm. I have seen the children 
rehearse and I know they are ready and eager to 
perform. It will be a great time for our community 
to come together in celebration of the children’s 
achievements in the Performing Arts Curriculum. 
We will also be announcing the recipients of the 
2009 City of Kingston Award and the President’s 
Award. This will be another night that will 
pleasantly linger in our memories as we move 
forward on our journey together.  
 
G.A.T.E.WAYS  
This week we have children from many schools 
visiting us as they participate in the Gifted and 
Talented Education program. Some children from 
our school are invited to attend each term, to 
work with expert teachers in specific fields. The 
program aims to provide children with highly 
stimulating and engaging activities which intrigue 
and challenge children to think in different ways.  
 
 
Overdue Essential School Charges 
The 2009 essential charges included the 
provision of the children’s books, pencils, rulers 
(all booklist items), and the payment for additional 
“user pay” programs such as Digital Excellence 
and the Movie Making Program. For every 
account not paid means that the school must find 
additional funds from outside its budget to cover 
these costs.  I respectfully ask that all accounts 
be finalised as soon as possible.  
 
 
Elonera Kinder Visits and 2010 Enrolments 
This week two groups of pre-schoolers visited 
Parktone Primary. Our visitors were treated as 
they enjoyed the Preps’ performance of the 
Purple People Eater. It was a good opportunity 
for the pre-schoolers and their parents to see our 
school and to explore the Prep Learning Centre. 
The official Transition Program sessions begin 
next Tuesday September 2nd and continue 
through to December. If you have not enrolled 
your child for the 2010 Prep year at Parktone, or 
know of neighbours or friends who are yet to 
enrol, I would encourage you to confirm 
enrolments as soon as possible. Places for the 
second Prep class are filling fast. We have a 
number of parents enrolling their children who 
live in suburbs beyond Parkdale e.g. Edithvale 
and Aspendale Gardens. Transition information 
and enrolment documents can be collected from 
the school office or from our school’s website  

 
 

 
School Refurbishment 
The process has begun with architects meeting with 
the Refurbishment Task Group last week. The 
architects will be designing initial sketches for us to 
review early next term. It is going to be an exciting time 
as we see our main school building being transformed 
into state-of-the-art learning spaces. By mid 2010 all 
our children at every year level will enjoy new learning 
spaces and technology, which will be unique to our 
school. It is my goal to create a model school that 
displays the best possible teaching practices and rich 
learning for our children. Our school will be visited by 
educators from near and far to observe our 
purposefully build learning environment and teaching 
practices. Next term the Prep Learning Centre will be 
extended and an indoor/outdoor learning area will be 
created underneath the existing shelter shed. The work 
is scheduled to be done in October. We will keep you 
informed.  
 
 
Working Bee 
Our third of four Working Bees will be held this Sunday 
August 30th from 9:00am to 12:30pm. If you have a 
spare hour or more and would like to participate in 
general gardening and grounds maintenance tasks 
please join us. Morning tea and a scrumptious BBQ 
brunch and drinks will be provided. The Buildings and 
Grounds Team do a tremendous job maintaining our 
school so that it looks its best at all times. 
  
Long Service Leave 
I am on leave as of Monday August 31st. My family and 
I are travelling to Los Angeles, Las Vegas, Sandusky 
(to ride the greatest roller coasters on the planet at 
Cedar Point Amusement Park) and Cancun. We are all 
very excited and looking forward to spending time 
together. Mr Troy Briggs will be acting Principal over 
the next three weeks. Troy has been leading our 
school in a significant way over the past 18 months 
and has been instrumental in developing whole-school 
processes, and managing Assessment and Reporting, 
Curriculum and Information Technology. He is a 
dedicated teacher and has achieved great results with 
the children. I know he will do a great job in my 
absence.  
I look forward to seeing everyone on October 5th for 
the first day of term four. 
 
George Danson 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
This Newsletter and current notices can be accessed 
on our school website at www.parktoneps.vic.edu.au 
 

 
 

IMPORTANT 
DATES 
2009 

 
 
 

AUGUST 
 
 

 26th & 27th 
G.A.T.E.WAYS 

 
 

27th 
School 
Concert 

 
 

30th  
Working Bee 
9.00 – 12.30 

 
 

31st 
Literacy & 
Numeracy 

Week 
commences 

 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 
 

2nd 
K-P 

Transition 
9.30 – 10.30 

 
District Aths 

 
 

3rd 
K-P 

Transition 
9.30 – 10.30 

 
 

3rd & 4 th 

Fathers Day 
Stall 

 
 

11th  
Footy SLOD 

Character 
Parade 

 

 

 



. 
2009 Premiership Winners 
Lachlan, Bailey, Steven and Kevin play for the Mordialloc 
Braeside (Under 11 West) football team. Last Sunday their 
team won the 2009 Premiership match at Centenary Park. 
They beat Prahran and the scores were Mordi Braes 4 goals 
11 points to Prahran 1 goal, 7 points. What a win! We 
congratulate these boys on their outstanding sporting 
achievement. We are very proud of them. 
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                            Happy Birthday!                                    

   Happy Birthday to those students who will be  
   celebrating their birthday in the next fortnight.…. 
         

 Lachlan T  1st September 
 Hemi M  3rd September 
 Dylan G-B  3rd September 
 Alyssa G  4th September 
 Michael R  6th September 
 Bailey W  7th September 

 

 
 

EMA 
Cheques are now available for collection at the school 
office. 
 

HOME  SUSTAINABILITY  ASSESSMENTS 
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Number One 
On the weekend one of our grade 
four children Judith R won a 
number of awards in a Junior 
Calisthenics competition. Judith 
won three 1st places, three 2nd 
places and one 3rd place on the 
day. Judith has worked hard to 
develop her skill level and we are 
very proud of her achievement. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Bunnings staff at our recent tree plantin g 



 
Laughter is the Best Medicine 
Last weekend I spent the weekend at Phillip Island with a group of 
people who have been attending the Alpha Course at St. Aidan’s. 
We had a great time and shared lots of laughs together. It’s 
amazing how good laughing makes us feel! Yet I was really 
surprised to hear just how beneficial to the health that laughter 
can be from some people from our church who attended a 
“laughter workshop” recently. Intrigued, I thought I’d do a bit of 
research on the topic myself. I found out that laughter boosts 
immunity, lowers stress hormones, decreases pain, relaxes 
muscles and prevents heart disease. Laughter also has mental 
benefits like relieving stress and adding joy to our lives and social 
benefits like strengthening relationships and helping to reduce 
conflict. I think that the Pharmaceutical companies would love to 
find a drug that had those benefits! We need to incorporate more 
laughter into our lives. Here are some suggestions I found on how 
to start: 

·  Smile. Smiling is the beginning of laughter. Like laughter, 
it’s contagious. 

·  Count your blessings. Literally make a list.  
·  When you hear laughter, move toward it - seek it out and 

ask, “What’s funny?”  
·  Spend time with fun, playful people. These are people 

who laugh easily–both at themselves and at life’s 
absurdities–and who routinely find the humour in 
everyday events.  

·  Participate in social events which promote fun and well-
being. 

 On Sunday September 13th many churches around Melbourne 
will be celebrating “Back to Church Sunday”. At St. Aidan’s we 
thought that the best thing we could do for our community was 
have some fun! So instead of our usual Sunday services, we’re 
planning to hold just one “Fun-filled-family -friendly” service for all 
ages at 10 am followed by a BBQ lunch and family fun day with a 
bouncy castle, face painting, and other activities. I hope you can 
come and enjoy some of the best medicine! 
Blessings, Rev Chris 
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Thank you to Bunnings Mentone  for their generous 
Donation of 40 trees to beautify our school grounds . 
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FIRST AID CERTIFICATE – LEVEL 2  

Cut your Level 2 First Aid training in half. This flexible 
delivery mode enables students to complete a workbook at 
home before attending the course, providing the theory to 
attend a one day practical hands on scenario based on 

training session. 
A 3 year Accredited Certificate applies. 

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 10. 
9.00am – 5.00pm approx. 

Cost: $99.00 
TAX HELP:  

Are your Tax Affairs simple? Do you earn less than $35, 
000? You are eligible for FREE help with your tax return. 

Appointments now being taken. Mondays only. 
 

 For further information and bookings, please phone 
Mordialloc Neighbourhood House: 9587 4534 
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