CALENDAR
YEAR 2009

JULY

15th
Bronwyn Pike
MP
School visit

16th
Finance
meeting
11.00am

20"
Parent
Teacher
conferences

21st
School Council
7.00pm

22nd
French Day

25th
Bunnings
Sausage
Sizzle
8.30-5.00pm

27th
Book Fair

3Oth
School
swimming
program
begins
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Principal’s Report

Minister’s Visit

We were so fortunate to have the Honourable
Bronwyn Pike Minister for Education visit our
school today. The Minister was welcomed at
assembly and a number of children presented her
with cards, letters and artwork. Our school
captains Tess and Zac gave flowers on behalf of
Parktone Primary School. The Minister's reason
for visiting was to see first-hand how we have
transformed traditional classroom areas into
stimulating and technology rich spaces. The
Minister was impressed with the Prep and Senior
School Learning Centres and enjoyed viewing the
Prep E movie. She expressed her excitement
about the technology and the digital programs we
are embracing in our day-to-day teaching and
learning. It was a great experience for our school
community and a day | will always remember.

Janice Munt our local member of parliament
initiated the Minister’s visit.  Janice officially
opened our Prep Learning Centre last year and
spoke highly of Parktone Primary School in
parliament. Janice Munt has worked closely with
all the schools in our area and has been
proactive and instrumental in securing an
additional ~ $500,000 for  our  school's
refurbishment through the Better School’'s Today
Grant. Janice has attended many school events
and we are truly grateful for her commitment and
ongoing support.

Funding Allocation

The Minister, Janice and the Education
Department have worked together to ensure that
Parktone Primary would receive a substantial
funding allocation. Through the Better Schools
Today, National School Pride and the Building
Education Revolution grants Parktone Primary
with receive $1,425,000 over the coming months.
This is an amazing contribution which will see our
entire school redesigned into four state-of-the-art
learning centres. Never before has such funding
been allocated to Parktone Primary School. It
was such a privilege today, to be able to thank
the Minister in person.

Swimming

The whole-school swimming program will begin on
Thursday July 30™ at Bayside Aquatics Mentone. This
is an important educational activity as well as being a
lot of fun for the children.

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle

On Saturday July 25" the Fundraising Team will be
managing a Sausage Sizzle at Bunnings Mentone. The
team will be there from 8:30am through to about
5:00pm. This activity has the potential to raise
significant funds for the school. If you could spare an
hour or more and would like to help please complete
the roster included in this newsletter.

French Day

Next Wednesday July 22™ Parktone
Primary will be celebrating Bastille Day. A
range of French activities and food will
make it a fun day. The children will be
encouraged to come in French costumes or colours.
This is an annual event, which proves to be a hit each
year. | remember last year we all got the chance to eat
shails! We are lucky to have Mrs Deb Marchant who is
such a dedicated French teacher.

Outstanding Fees

All outstanding 2009 Booklist Charges should be
finalised as soon as possible. Thank you to all the
families who have finalised their accounts.

Stars in My Eyes

The 2009 Film Festival was a roaring success. It was
an incredible joy for me to see the children as stars on
the big screen. As first-time actors and actresses our
children did a great job. | was so proud to stand up on
the stage that evening before a packed auditorium,
representing a little school that does exceptional
things.

George Danson
Principal




Always Moving Forward

| hope that you've all had a good holiday and are feeling
refreshed for Term 3. | want to thank you all for the
wonderful film festival you produced at the end of last term.
The films were very entertaining and I'm impressed by the
very large number of budding actors there are at Parktone!
This winter there seems to be a lot of colds and ’flu about
and | hope that those who are sick at the moment get well
soon! There also seems to be another “contagious disease”
that’s spreading and that’s busyness. Now a certain amount
of busyness is healthy, but often | find myself doing what my
grandfather would have called “running around like a
headless chook”. At times we need to stop and ask whether
our frenetic activity is being productive and whether we're
heading in the direction we mean to go. | love Parktone’s
motto “Always Moving Forward” — it's a great reminder that
the most important thing is to be moving in the right
direction, not the pace of our activity. The people who seem
to have the greatest sense of satisfaction and peace are
those who have a clear sense of what they value - this acts
like a compass pointing them in the right direction. It's a
great investment to take some time out thinking about what
we value and talking about it as a family.

Blessings, Rev Chris

Rev Christine Rosen

PARKTONE CHOIR NEWS

Choir will recommence for Term 3 this Thursday 16™
July at 1.30pm in the PMP room.
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Happy Birthday!
Happy Birthday to those students who will be
celebrating their birthday in the next fortnight.....

Mason B 16" July
Tarlia J 17" July
Sarah T 17" July
Dylan C 18" July
Phoenix M 22" July
Emily H 25" July

FEEEEE

SWIMMING and WATER SAFETY PROGRAM

Parktone Primary School Swimming and Water

Safety Program will again be held at Bayside

Aquatics Mentone from Thursday 30" July to

Friday 7™ August and will cost $75.00.

Notices were sent home earlier this week..
Sally Northcott
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1:1 Scale drawing of Harry Potter

By Jeremy S 5/6B
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