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CALENDAR 
YEAR 2009 

 
 

MAY 
    

28th 

 Bronwyn Pike 
Visit 

 
 

29th  
Parktone 

Dinner 
Cinnamon 

Club 
 
 
 

JUNE 
 

3rd & 4 th 
G.A.T.E.WAYS 

 
5th 

Biggest 
Morning Tea 

Staffroom 
9.00am 

 
 

8th 

Queens  
Birthday 
Public 

Holiday 
 

12th  
Pupil Free 

Day 
 

25th 
Movie Night 

 
26th 

Last Day  
Term 2 
2.30pm 

dismissal 

Principal’s Report  
Big Breakfast 
Last Wednesday morning we had a very big 
breakfast. It was fantastic to have so many 
children, parents and grandparents join us for 
breakfast. Our Kids Hope Mentors and Religious 
Education teachers were acknowledged and 
thanked for the support they give to our school. 
The teachers did a great job serving up bacon 
and eggs on the BBQ. Thank you to our 
wonderful School Council President Mrs Judi 
Boyd. Judi planned the breakfast and did all the 
shopping and preparation. Our Buildings and 
Grounds leader Mr Will Radas came to the 
school at 6:30am to set up the BBQ and serving 
tables. It was rewarding to see so many smiles 
on the children’s faces.  
 
Open Day and Night 
Following the Big Breakfast the children and 
teachers were observed as they worked through 
English and Maths lessons. Many parents and 
relatives came to see the children “in action” in 
their classrooms. In the evening children had the 
opportunity to show their parents how they use 
the SMARTboards and computers in their 
learning.  38 parents of pre-school-aged children 
came for a school tour. They were impressed 
with our facilities. It is a great feeling to walk 
people through our school and to hear their 
positive comments and to see their eyes light up 
when they visit the Prep and Senior School 
Learning Centres. With all the lights on at night 
our school sparkled like a diamond. 
 
Cinnamon Club Dinner 
This Friday May 29th parents, grandparents, 
friends and staff will be meeting at the Cinnamon 
Club in Cheltenham at 7:00pm for a scrumptious 
Indian Buffet and fun night. If you would like to 
come along yet haven’t replied, please call the 
office tomorrow so we can book a place for you.  
 
Cross-Country Run 
Twenty senior-school children participated in the 
local schools’ cross-country run on Monday. The 
children had been training for weeks and 
everyone did the best they could on the day. 
Thank you to Mr Bergen and Mrs Devine who 
accompanied the children.  
 

 
G.A.T.E.WAYS 
Next Wednesday and Thursday our school is hosting 
the Gifted and Talented Education program. Each term 
children are invited from across the Southern 
Metropolitan Region to participate in this challenging 
extension program.  
 
Minister’s Visit 
Minister for Education Bronwyn Pike has had to 
reschedule her visit to Parktone Primary again due to 
the new date for the official opening of Parkdale 
Secondary College’s new facilities. I have been 
informed that we will definitely see our Education 
Minister on July 15th.   
 
Human Swine Flu 
As parents would be aware there are currently a 
number of confirmed cases of H1N1 Influenza (Human 
Swine Flu) in Victoria. Specific concerns from parents 
about Influenza H1N1 (Human Swine Flu) can be 
referred to any of the following: The Swine Influenza 
Hotline Tel. 180 2007 ; Nurse-on-Call  Tel:  
1300 606 024 – for expert health information and 
advice (24 hours, 7 days); and your doctor (GP) – if 
you have an influenza-like illness (fever, cough and 
fatigue) and have travelled to Mexico or California, 
Arizona, New Mexico or Texas in the past seven days. 
Families should continue with standard good general 
health hygiene practices, such as ensuring the children 
undertake regular hand washing and cover their nose 
and mouth if sneezing and coughing. This practice is 
being reinforced with the children whilst at school.  
 
A Special Moment 
When the Preps boarded the bus to go on their 
excursion yesterday I stood at the gate to see them off. 
The children were excited and they were waving and 
smiling at me. As the bus drove off down the road I felt 
like I was waving good-bye to my own kids. It was a 
special moment. 
 
George Danson 
Principal  



                                     

. 
PARKTONE DINNER 

Just a reminder that our school dinner is being held at 
the Cinnamon Club  this Friday night at 7pm for 
7.30pm start. It’s not too late if you’d like to come. The 
Prep Mums had a terrific time at the venue a few 
weeks ago. They had a good band, lots of dancing 
was done! The Cinnamon Club is a BYO wine venue 
and they have a bar. See you there. 
 
 TROLLEY COIN FUNDRAISER 
If you were interested in ordering some of the trolley 
coin key rings you need to have returned your order by 
this Friday. At $3.50 or 3 for $10 they won’t break the 
bank and will save you scratching for change at the 
door of the supermarket. Don’t forget orders need to 
be in By Friday , 29th May. 
 
 
 
 
 
 BIGGEST MORNING TEA 
Come and have a cuppa with us for Australia’s Biggest 
Morning Tea and support the Cancer Council. 
Parktone Primary School is hosting a Biggest Morning 
Tea on Friday, 5 th June in the staffroom from 9 to 
10.30am. Come on in and join us after drop off, make 
a gold coin donation and enjoy a cuppa and something 
yummy. Your support will make a difference. 
 
 
 
 LOST PROPERTY 
Is your child missing an article of their uniform? Please 
check lost property. Our basket is overflowing! Every 
effort is made to try and reunite children with their 
property but quite a lot of the clothing isn’t named. 
Please make sure you child’s clothing is clearly 
labelled with their name, particularly those items that 
are likely to be removed during the day. Lost property 
is located diagonally opposite the main office in the 
Sick Bay. 
Thank you 
Parents & Friends 
 
Lost  
Size 10 jacket. New with zipper- Named - Macdowall 

 

   
Happy Birthday! 

Happy birthday those students who celebrated their birthday 
last week and who will be celebrating their birthday in the 
next fortnight.…. 
         

 Judith R  28th May  
 Selin G  2nd June 
 Kelvin S  3rd June 
 Kentaro Bowden  3rd June 
 Will Wilkinson  5th June 
 Zach F  5th June 
 Amber McC  6th June 
 Oliver M  7th June 
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I saw a dingo. They jumped on their house. A kangaroo was lying down. - Callan 
I saw a dingo. I saw a python. I saw an emu. I saw a wallaby. I liked the dingo. I liked the Moonlit Sanctuary. We went on a 
bus. I saw JJ. I held a lizard. – Ryan  
When we went to Moonlit Sanctuary I fed some wallabies and I fed a kangaroo. – Bridget 
I liked the koala. I fed the wallaby. I saw the kangaroos. – Alice 
I saw a two headed lizard. We had a photo taken with the snake. – Emily W 
(��)�,��
������(��)�,��
������(��)�,��
������(��)�,��
������� ���
I saw a koala. He was eating gum leaves and I saw kangaroos. – Anika 
I saw an emu. I saw a python. I love the kookaburra. - Christian 
We fed the wallabies and we fed the kangaroos. We saw a koala in a tree. – Meghna 
We saw a dingo jump on the house. We had the python on our necks. - Mason  
I fed the wallabies and the kangaroos. - Jordan R 
I went to Moonlit Sanctuary. I had a bearded dragon on my head. I saw a wallaby. I fed the wallabies and I fed the 
kangaroos. - Mitchell  
I went to the Sanctuary. The emu made a funny gobble noise. - Jordan D 
We saw reptiles. We held lizards and snakes. -Dylan       
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WHOOSH!!! Went the sound of huge, beating wings and 
then STOMP! The dark shape landed in the forest, it was 
hungry for blood. Shinkodactyl walked around his huge 
eagle eyes looking for food, his craving for fresh meat was 
never satisfied. 
A farmer was on his farm, feeding his sheep. He loved the 
peaceful life, just him and his dog Rex. Suddenly the farmer 
stopped dead. He heard a noise coming from the forest 
nearby. Rex was barking uncontrollably as birds scattered, 
trees fell and a huge four metre giant emerged from the 
growth. The sheep fled, but they couldn’t escape the 
lashing tentacles that grabbed them. Bleating with panic 
there was nothing the sheep could do and the farmer 
watched with horror as the whole flock were mashed by 
Shinkodactyl’s sharp, white fangs. 
BANG! A missile hit Shinkodactyl. He turned around, 
looking where the noise came from as another missile hit 
his foot. Roaring with pain Shinko seized the army tank up, 
shredded it with his claws and threw it away like a rag doll. 
Thousands of army troops shot at Shinko, but the bullets 
had no effect as his snake-headed tail spat a huge puddle 
of acid on the floundering men. Using his sharp horn, 
Shinko glided into a Black Hawk helicopter, spearing it with 
his horn. This is what the army hoped for, as 7 fighter jets 
dropped a huge net. Shinko saw a bright flash, and then all 
was black. 
The army general looked in the huge restraining cell where 
Shinko was kept. There was no sign of the beast only a 
huge hole in the side wall. Shinkodactyl escaped for his 
craving for blood is never satisfied. 
Justin Henry 5/6B 
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A Universal Language?  
I missed writing a column for the last newsletter as I 
was on holiday in Thailand. My husband and I went 
to Thailand as I was asked to take a wedding in 
Bangkok. The bride was from Bangkok and the 
groom Melbourne. It was a lovely wedding and then 
we spent ten days at a beach resort on one of the 
islands. It’s always interesting visiting another culture, 
especially one where English isn’t the main language. 
In Thailand we sometimes found ourselves in 
situations where we needed to communicate with 
people who didn’t speak English and our Thai was 
limited to “hello” and “thankyou”! Yet I found that 
there are at least two “universal languages”. One was 
technology. We were often asked by other people to 
take photos or they would offer to take a photo of us. 
Young people all over the world speak the same 
language when it comes to using digital camera or 
computers. I was very impressed to see the great use 
of technology at Parktone when I visited the school 
for open day last week and am sure that this 
important “universal language” will bring great benefit 
to all students. The second “universal language” was 
a much older one and that was a smile and the attitude 
of heart that accompanies it. We were amazed at how 
many strangers not only welcomed us with a smile 
when we were in Thailand, but genuinely went out of 
their way to help us – whether showing us directions 
or helping in some other way. I was also very happy 
to be greeted with a warm smile and from students at 
the open day last week. It’s so important for us to 
equip our children with this “universal language” – not 
only to smile but to have a welcoming and caring 
heart and the best way to teach it is by our example. 
Blessings Rev Chris 
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            Our Community Notice Board 

 
COMPUTERS FOR BEGINNERS: DIGITAL PHOTOS & FILE 

MANAGEMENT. 
 

This course is for beginners with some experience.  
Class will learn the fundamentals in how to use Windows XP 

and word processing.  
Will also cover internet & emails and how you can make the 

most of your digital photos.  
Must have own computer at home. 

 
TUESDAY: JUNE 2 – JUNE 23  (4 WEEKS) 

6.30PM – 8.30PM 
COST: $70.00 

 
OCCASIONAL CARE CHILD CARE  

 
Child care is offered Monday – Friday, morning and afternoon 

sessions. 
Morning session; 9:15am – 12.15pm 

Afternoon session; 12:30pm – 3:30pm 
 

5 hour session also available within the above time frame 
3 hour sessions: $20 per child 
5 hour sessions: $35 per child. 

 
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL. 

 
For all enquiries and bookings, please phone: 
Mordialloc Neighbourhood House, 9587 4534 

 
For further information and bookings, please phone: 
MORDIALLOC NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE 

9587 4534 
 
 

BOOK SALE  
      

Ex Library 
Saturday 30 th May 

From 9.00am - 4.00pm 
Sunday 31 st May 

From 10.00am – 3.00pm 
 

St. Patricks Primary School 
16 Childers Street 

Mentone 
Melways Ref: 87 B6 

Lions Club of Mordialloc-Mentone Inc 
 
 

Kingston For Human Rights Inc. 
Kingston for Human Rights Inc. is planning to hold on Art 
Competition for children in Grades 5 & 6, to coincide with 
the Celebration of the 61st Anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights on 10th December 2009 at 
7.30pm. in the Council’s function room, 6th Floor, Fujitsu 
Building, 1230 Nepean Highway, Cheltenham.  The 
entries are to be A4 poster size, and the topic is  
anti-slavery, anti-torture, and/or the right of all human 
beings to freedom.  The 3 prizes are for $100.00, $50.00 
and $25.00.  If your child would like to enter, please 
contact the Secretary, Florence Gibbs on 9587 5959 or 
email to fmgibbs@bigpond.net.au 
 
  

 



 
 

 
 
 
 


