CALENDAR
YEAR 2009

MAY

1Sl
Mothers Day
Craft

7th ggth
Mothers Day
Stall

15th
Cross Country

181h _ 22nd
Education
Week

20th
Big Breakfast
Open
Day/Night

26th
Prep Excursion

28th
Bronwyn Pike
Visit

JUNE

3rd & 4th
G.AT.EWAYS

8th
Queens
Birthday Public
Holiday

12th
Pupil Free Day
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Principal’s Report

Parents’ Generosity

We have generous parents who consistently
support our school by contributing in many ways.
This year David and Debbie Fowler have donated
a number of gifts including: McDonald's family
dinner  vouchers; burger vouchers; 150
educational books and two class sets of Snap
cards (40 packs). These gifts have brought smiles
to our Prep children and teachers, and will be
used as prizes for the highest fundraisers who
participated in last week’s Cadbury's chocolate
drive.

Working Bee

The Buildings and Grounds team has organised
our second working bee for 2009. General
maintenance and gardening will be completed this
Sunday May 3" starting at 9:00am. The team has
done a tremendous job in leading our school
community in creating a beautiful school
environment.

A Bronze Medal

Mitchell in grade 5/6 has been training very hard
and recently won a bronze medal at the
Taekwondo Victoria state sparring
championships. Mitchell’'s photo was in the Leader
newspaper. He proudly held his medal for the
photo. We are very proud of Mitchell and | know
you will congratulate him.

SMARTboard

Over the school holidays our clever Leading
Teacher Mr Troy Briggs organised the purchasing
and installation of our latest and largest
SMARTDboard in the Senor Learning Centre. The
children now have greater use of the various
teaching and learning spaces, greater access to
interactive media and a large screen for viewing
lessons, web sites, presentations and digital
videos. Our 2009 fundraising program will also
support the purchase of other key resources that
will enhance teaching and learning. It is rewarding
and exciting to be able to create technology rich
learning spaces for our children, which are
providing the children with a truly ‘21% century
global classroom’ experience.

Piano and Guitar Lessons

It is great to see the piano and guitar programs up
and running for 2009. We have new teachers and
budding musicians who seem really keen to
develop their talents.

Baseball and Yoga

After-school sports programs begin next week.
This term the children can choose to participate in
baseball or yoga. It is good to see so many
children participating in these extracurricular
activities in 2009. Last term’s dance sessions
were very popular.
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What a Camp

The grade 4-6 children had a fun time last week at
the Anglesea camp. Troy Briggs,

Heidi Bampfield, Jill Buckleigh, Shelley Balfe, Mark
Laughton and student teachers Heidi and Charlene
did an outstanding job organising and managing
the four-day camp. Last Wednesday | visited the
camp. When | arrived the group had just
completed a major walk and were enjoying lunch at
a park. After lunch the children and adults
participated in a surfing lesson. As | walked away
from the surf, back to the car park, | could hear the
children’s screams of joy and laughter behind me,
as they put their newly learned surfing skills to the
test. Thank you to the senior school staff and
parents who once again ensured our children had
the time of their lives.

Free Soccer balls

Parktone Primary was given 20 soccer balls from
The Athletes Foot franchise stores. The balls were
given as a gesture of gratitude for the parents who
have purchased shoes from the store. | encourage
you to visit the store when purchasing your next
pair, or shoes for the children. For every pair of full
priced shoes purchased a $5 credit amount is
accrued in the school's name, for the provision of
additional sports equipment.

ANZAC Day

On Saturday morning
three of our students
represented  Parktone
Primary School at the
Mentone ANZAC Day
march and attended a
ceremony at the
Mentone Memorial
Gardens. Katherine and
Sonya from grade 5/6
presented a wreath on
behalf of the school.
Alex from grade 4/5 also
participated in the acuvmes The ch|Idren did a
great job and it was inspirational to see them
showing their respect on such an important day of
reflection.

Going Home at Night

When | leave for home after a day at school |
usually walk through the buildings to check that all
is secure. Alone | reflect on the activities of the day.
| think about the interactions | had with children,
teachers and parents. As | take one last look before
I lock the door | see that the school is looking better
day-by-day. As | walk from the front entrance of the
school to my car | get a real sense of fulfiiment. |
have a job to be envied.

George Danson

Principal



FAIRY TALE FUN GRADE 1/2 B

| am a fairy godmother and my very best
friend is a pretty queen.
Billie

| am a rainbow princess fairy and
my very best friend is a handsome frog
Melissa

| am a pretty princess and my very

best friend is a pretty fairy. | am a tiny midget and my very best friend

Sarah is a big giant.
~ Josh
| am a bossy queen and my very T
best friend is a twinkling star.  Trinity | am a good dwarf and | love beautiful Snow
White.
Declan

I am the beautiful Cinderella and my
very best friends are the tiny mice.
Ava

| am a beautiful princess and my very best friend is
o ] a fantastic fairy. ,
| am a magic rainbow mermaid and my Kira
very best friend is a friendly dolphin.

Rachael \ Zﬁ

| am a sparkling princess and my very best friend is

| am a sparkly horse and my very best , a beautiful cat and | love my best friend cat so
friend is a sparkly rainbow princess. much.

Natasha Eloise

| am a scary ghost and my very best

c | am a dirty fox and my very best friend
friend

is the wonderful queen.

is a good zombie. Lily
Konstantine

. o n
| am a fantastic Sleeping Beauty and my very best I am a cool prince and my very best friend is | 5=
friend is a pretty queen. _ a crazy dwarf. ‘\@
Grace Jacob

I am a cool penguin and my very best .4 I am a two eyed long shark and my very best friend
friend is a magnificent dolphin. is the cool whale. 2 /(
Dillon < Harry Q‘\

) ) ) | am a beautiful mermaid and my very besr~ )
I am a handsome prince and my very best friend is my  friand is the cute fish. e

sweetheart princess. Emily

Oliver /
/k | am a shocking prisoner and my very best friend is
a small rat. b5
| am a bad fox and my very best friend is the big giant. Rueben o <
Bradley > 4
A | am a dead skeleton and my very best friend is
] the ugly zombie.
! Nick

i

| am a surprised Indian and my very best :
friend is a little bull ant. ez V&

Paul \%



- Looking at the horses called Magic, Buck and Kira

was my favourite activity — Chloe

- Steven and | were partners for orienteering and we

finished the course first and received a lollypop — Kevin

- Beaming lights flashed at me during an amazing

game of spotlight — Emily & Amber

- The teachers couldn’t figure out my name during

spotlight for about an hour — Akshay

- Surfing was spectacular, | didn't think it would

be so thrilling - Sonya

- Surfing was a great experience. Imogen and | even

stood up and held hands —Tess

- From the cabins sunsets were amazing with frost smothering
The windows — Joshua & Kelvin

- The H20 slide was so scary because the water splashed in
your face and you couldn’t see where you were going - Jared &
Patrick

- We all appreciated duty groups because we ate our dinner
earlier and then got to serve everyone — Aimee, Amy & Chris

- Adventure Park was a great place with wonderful water
slides - Paige

- | hit the ground of the Aqua Racer, looked back and
realised | came first — Bailey

- Adventure Park had the best water slides and Bonito’s
Bay — Aiden, Alex, Jacob & Travis

- The cabins were squishy but still enjoyable with comfy
beds — Judith & Jasmine

- Building the bush shelters were challenging as we had
to lift heavy logs — Raymond & Steven

- Mini Golf was challenging and your aim was to get a
hole in one — Bevan & Marina

- Building the shelters was challenging and our shelter
was so badly designed that you wouldn’t be able to live in
it — Mitch C & Ken

- Nervously we put on our wetsuits and brought the
boards to the shore to begin surfing - Michelle

- Surfing was difficult because it was hard to stand up and
the waves were giant! — Tegan & Victoria-May



Weeds!

Welcome back everyone. The school holidays
already seem a long way away and it's getting hard
to remember the balmy autumn weather we were
enjoying after Easter! It's been so cold this week!
Yet the rain is welcome and we're pleased the tank
we had installed is filling up. Over at St. Aidan’s
we’ve been trying to grow a lawn over summer, and
amazingly we did make some progress despite not
being able to water and despite having so many
days over 40° The couch grass has spread nicely in
the hot weather and | was pleased to see we had no
weeds. Then suddenly over the past few days |
noticed that an abundance of weeds had sprung up!

As | was getting stuck into the job of pulling some of
the out while the ground was still damp and they
were easy to remove, | thought how our own lives
and our family life is a bit like our lawn. There are
times when things seem to be going well without
paying any attention at all, then all of a sudden
conditions change and “weeds” start to spring up that
seems to spoil what we had. It's so easy to let
changes in the world around us — the financial crisis,
illness, pressure at work put pressure on our
relationships and before we know it our healthy
family life begins to suffer and “weeds” spring up.
The first step in getting rid of weeds is to recognise
that they are there and decide to do something about
it. Then it's much easier to get rid of them before
they take hold. The same is true for a healthy family
life. If something starts to be not quite right —
recognise it and do something about it before the
problems take over.

Set aside time to talk about how each member of the
family feels — and make sure that everyone is
listened to! Sometimes weeding a lawn takes a team
effort and sometimes we need to get in expert advice
if we want a really healthy lawn! Don't hesitate to ask
for help — it's worthwhile getting the best advice we
can. One experienced gardener told me that what |
really need to do to our lawn at the moment if to
fertilise it to give it the nutrients it now needs to
continue to grow healthy. That seems like good
advice to me! Think about ways you can give your
family life some extra nutrients to help be revitalised
and grow strong. Try spending some time to do
something special together and make an effort to
have at least some meals together as a family sitting
around the table. It's amazing how just a little bit of
attention can make things grow!

Blessings Rev. Chris.

Run For the Kids 2009

Congratulations to all the students and families that competed
and volunteered their time for this year’'s Run 4 the Kids event.
On the first Sunday of the school holidays we had 13
competitors and 1 volunteer from Parktone Primary School. It
was great to have so many people participate in such a huge
event! And may | say what a great way to spend a Sunday
morning. It was a fantastic effort from everyone involved in the
event. Special mention must be made to Ken, who had a
broken collar bone and was not allowed to run. But he still
turned up and was determined to compete and complete the
course, which he did with his mum Kuniko in 55 minutes. What
determination! Well done everyone.

Competitors

Parents: Christina Jennings, Derek and Tina Couper, Jenny
and Phil Daly and Jessica Daly( ex student).

Students: Mitchell, Chloe, Alex, Steven and Alex

Volunteer: Susan McDowall

Anne Ziogos
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Happy Birthday!

Happy birthday those students who celebrated their birthday last
week and who will be celebrating their birthday in the next
fortnight.....

Elly A 23" April
Aiden K 1* May
Marina D 3" May
Trinity B 4™ May
Sophie H 5" May
Sydonie H 7" May
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REMINDER

If anyone has any outstanding monies owed for our
chocolate drive, can you please bring to the office as
soon as possible

Thank you
Fundraising committee



MORDIALLOC NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE
Term 2: Mandarin Language classes
Thursday, May 7th

7.00pm — 9.00pm

Run for 8 weeks.

Term 2: Computers for Beginners:
Including Digital Photos
Tuesday, June 2™
6.30pm — 8.30pm
Run for 4 weeks
*Must have own computer at home
to complete tasks

Occasional Child Care Available,
Monday — Friday
3 hour and 5 hour sessions daily.
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

For further details and bookings,
please phone: 9587 4534






