
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

  

                            Edition 3 

                                   4th March  2009 

 

 

` 

CALENDAR 
YEAR 2009 

 
 

MARCH 
 
 

4th 

Preps begin 
Wednesdays 

 
5

th
 

Finance 
11.00am 

 
 

9
th

  
Labour  Day  

Public 
Holiday 

 
10

th
 & 11

th
 

Life Ed Van 
 

17
th

  

School Council 
AGM 7pm 

 
23

rd
 

Easter Raffle 
 

25
th

 & 26
th

 

G.A.T.E.WAYS 
 

27
th

  

Grand Prix 
Excursion 
Years 4-6 

 
29

th
  

 
Parktone PS 

Car Rally 
11.00am start 

 
 

APRIL 
 

3
rd

 

PFA Easter 
Raffle drawn 

 
Last Day  
Term 1  
2.30pm 

dismissal 
 

20
th

 
School 

resumes 
Term 2 

From the Principalôs Office 
 
Better Schools Today 
The plans for a new Learning Centre in the main 
building are well underway. Preliminary sketches 
are innovative and make clever use of small and 
large teaching and learning spaces. It is 
anticipated that the construction will begin in term 
three and be completed towards the end of term 
4.  This project is a result of the hard work of 
parents and teachers and the generous grant of 
$500,000, initiated by our State MP Janice Munt.  
 
Digital Excellence Awards 
Yesterday the creator of the Digital Excellence 
Awards Program, Dr John Ingram, visited our 
school to meet with our teachers to discuss future 
program implementation. Dr John was pleased to 
see the children wearing their award badges on 
their uniforms. It is inspiring to see the children 
walking around the school with their heads held 
high as they display their awards in this way. The 
children are declaring to our school community 
that even at a young age, they are digital experts 
in specific fields. Over the coming weeks Mr. 
Briggs will be doing additional work, to provide our 
children with 24/7 access to the Digital Excellence 
Awards Program. The program will go on-line, 
providing children and parents with access from 
home, to 1400 mini-projects across all curriculum 
areas, based on the Victorian Essential Learning 
Standards (VELS). Each project will also promote 
information technology skills development, which 
will support the children as they work towards 
gaining their next Digital Excellence Award. Links 
to 4000 educational sites will also be available. 
The Prepsô Digit Bear Program will be on-line at 
the beginning of term 2. 
 
Parktone Primary Schoolôs Website 
Be sure to check out our schoolôs website. The 
newsletter can also be found on-line. There are 
many outstanding links to Literacy and Numeracy 
activities, which can help the children with 
Reading, Writing and Maths. The calendar can 
keep everyone up-to-date with what is happening 
at Parktone Primary School. Check it out at 
www.parktoneps.vic.edu.au. The website is 
regularly up-dated and managed by Miss Else. 
 
Principal for Next Week 
In my absence Mr Troy Briggs will be Acting 
Principal from Tuesday March 10 through to 
Friday March 13.  
 

 

Sausage Sizzle 
The Fundraising team organised a sausage sizzle 
at Seaford Safeway last Saturday. Thank you to all 
the parents who donated their time to serve and to 
those who donated cakes and cookies. Mr Will 
Radas set up the BBQ at 7:30am and packed up at 
the end of the day. $500 was raised, which will be 
put towards the purchase of a new SMARTboard 
this term. We have an amazing and hardworking 
Fundraising team who consistently give over and 
above that which is expected.  
 
Preps Fulltime 
This week is the first five-day week for our Prep 
children. Our Preps will most likely feel tired as they 
initially endure the full-week program. It is great to 
have them fulltime. The 35 Preps are settling in 
well to school life and have brought a real 
enthusiasm and energy to Parktone Primary. Iôve 
been told that the Preps can even get the Principal 
to do cartwheels!  
 
School Council Nominations 2009 
School Council Nominations closed last Tuesday at 
4pm. Six parent nominations were received for the 
six parent positions and as a result no ballot is 
required for the 2009 School Council Election 
process. Those nominated were: Jane McDonald, 
Jenny Daly, Mary-Anne Dailey, Rachelle Rodgers, 
Helen Forster and David Fowler. Sally Northcott 
was nominated for the one DEECD vacancy. The 
School Council AGM will be held on Tuesday 
March 17

th
 at 7:00pm in the staffroom. The first 

meeting for the new Council will commence shortly 
after at 7:30pm.   
 
The Minister is coming to Parktone! 
On Wednesday March 18

th
 the State Minister for 

Education, Bronwyn Pike is coming to Parktone 
Primary. This will be an exciting visit. I canôt wait to 
show the Minister our Prep and Senior School 
Learning Centres, our bright Art room, our new 
gardens, murals, Digital Excellence Awards, and 
the plans for the refurbishment of the main building. 
A note will go home a few days before March 18

th
 

detailing the exact time the Minister will be visiting. 
It is rewarding to know that as we are working hard 
to improve facilities, grounds, teaching and learning 
at Parktone Primary, we are creating interest within 
the local community and being recognised by our 
state leaders as a caring, progressive and 
innovative school. 
Have a great week everyone, 
George Danson 
Principal 
 

http://www.parktoneps.vic.edu.au/


 

                                                                                                                

 
 
 

VICTORIAN PREMIERôS READING CHALLENGE 
2009 

 
This year the Premierôs Reading Challenge began on the 2

nd
 

of February and will continue until 31
st
 of August 2009. 

 
We believe that the encouragement of reading will not only 
improve our studentsô literacy levels, but also enhance their 
vocabulary, imagination and creative writing skills.  
 
Students in Years Prep, 1 and 2 need to experience 30 
books at home and the Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 are required to 
read, share and enjoy 15 books throughout the three terms.  
There are about  40, 000 titles to chose from, ranging from 
stories without text, to picture story books and fiction novels 
of varying length and difficulty.  Books must be selected 
from the list that was published in the Age on 15

th
 of 

February 2009.  
 
If you wish your child to participate in the Premierôs Reading 
Challenge go to the Premierôs Reading Challenge website 
www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/   Any parent who has 
concerns about their childôs participation in The Challenge 
could contact me.  
Many thanks 
 
Sheryl Brown  
 

 
Pancake Night and Bushfire Relief 

It was great to meet the families who attended our Pancake 
Night last week. Thanks to all who and donated so 
generously to Bushfire Relief. Altogether we raised $465.65 
which was a great effort. Last night I spoke with a minister 
from Healesville who knew several families who lost homes 
and many who have been anxiously waiting to see whether 
the continuing fires will affect their homes. Hopefully this 
cooler weather will bring some relief. Much of what we have 
we take for granted donôt we?  
  
Some of you may like to use this prayer written especially 
for the bushfires. 
  
O God, you know of what we are made ï you remember that 
we are but dust.  Look now on our fragility, and hear the 
cries of a scorched and wounded land: to those whose pain 
and grief are beyond our imagining, give unimagined 
comfort; to those whose lives and dreams have turned to 
ashes, give the hope of new beginnings; to those whose 
weariness is deeper than their bones, give new resolve and 
strength; to those who offer the embrace of human 
compassion, give new depths of love.   
O God, hear the groaning of your creation, and come, renew 

the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

  
May we all appreciate and give thanks for the many 
blessings we have. 
Rev Chris 
 
 
    
 
 
 

 

   
 

Happy Birthday! 
 

Happy birthday those students who will be celebrating their 
birthday in the next fortnight é. 
                       

 Lilly D  7
th
 March 

 Christopher S  9
th

 March 
 

           

 
 
 
           
 
 
 
 

                        Icy Poles for Term 1 
 
A reminder Sunny Boys and Super Doopers are available 
to purchase  on a Friday between 1.30 ï 1.45 pm 

 
Cost: Sunny Boys 70 cents 
          Super Doopers  40 cents 
 
Dates: Friday 6

th
 March/ 13th March/ 20

th
 March/  

27
th
 March/ 3

rd
 April 

 
Please if you have Icy pole money, buy only for yourself 
not for friends. 
 
If you are available to man the canteen for any of these 
Fridays please come to the office and fill your name out in 
the Canteen book. 
Thank you. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FOR SALE 
 
 

TV Cabinet ï Indonesian furniture               $300 
 
Pine Bookshelf                                             $150 
 
Pine TV cabinet                                            $100 
 
Simpson Esprit Washing Machine 
 front loader 3 ½  years old                          $400 
 
2 X  double seat green sofa   $85 for one   $150 for both 
 
Terracotta garden set  
(round coffee table & two chairs)                   $95                                                            
 
Please contact Viliam or Michaela from 62 Robert Street, 
Parkdale (opposite the Parktone Primary School) on  
0400 942 863. 
If not sold before 10

th
 March 2009 items will be going on 

eBay. 
Must sell, we are moving overseas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/


 

                                     
 

Would you like to receive the Newsletter via 
email? 
 
If so, please  complete the information below and return to the 

General Office, or alternatively, email your request directly to: 
                 southward.lisa.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
Please include the following information in your email 
 
 
Yes I would like to receive the Newsletter via email    

 
Student NameééééééééééééYear levelééé 
 
Parent/Guardian Nameééééééééééééééé. 
 
Contact phoneééééééééééééééééééé 
 
Email addressééééééééééééééééééé 
 
 
The Chelsea RSL is a not for profit organisation operating 
for the benefit of Returned Servicemen and their families 
and the local community. 
Chelsea RSL is located at : 
 4 Thames Promenade Chelsea 
www.chelsearsl.com.au 
 
                                CHELSEA RSL 

Is hosting a new Indoor Market 
3rd Sunday  every month  

(not running 18
th
 April due to ANZAC activities) 

Open from 10am ï 3pm 
50 stalls to shop from 

                           Enquiries Lisa : 9772 1837 

 

OUR COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD 
 

COMPUTERS FROM WOE TO GO 
An easy to understand introduction to computers for use at 

home. 
Must have own computer at home. Topics covered include: 

¶ Choosing and buying a computer. How to understand 

the jargon 

¶ Protecting your computer from virus and other 

malicious software 

¶ Email, email accounts and other subscriptions 

¶ Internet service providers, dial-up or broadband? 

¶ Internet: the why, what, where and how of navigating 

and searching for information. 

 
TUESDAY: MARCH 10 ï MARCH 31 (4 weeks) 

6:30pm ï 8:30 pm 
Cost: $70:00 

For bookings and more information,  
please phone: 9587 4534 

 
 
 
 

PHANTOMS NETBALL CLUB 

NETTA  PLAYERS WANTED!!!!!!  

 

Players must be turning 8 by December 31
st
 to be eligible to 

start playing netball. 

Training is on a Wednesday at 4.00 p.m. at  

Mentone Park  Primary. 

Games are played at Dales Park Warrigal Road. 

For further information contact Kerry on 0438 226 773 or 

after hours on 9583 9208.    We are currently looking for 

players for netta and Under 11s. 

Come and join in the fun with your friends from 

Mentone Park. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 

mailto:southward.lisa.l@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.chelsearsl.com.au/


                             
               

                                                                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 


