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CALENDAR 
YEAR 2009 

 
FEBRUARY 

 
 

9th 
PFA meeting 

9.15 
Fundraising 

10.00 
Facilities 

5.30 
 

12th  
Finance  
11.00 

 
13th 

PFA Picnic 
Night 6.00pm 

 
17th 

School Council 
7.00pm 

 
22nd 

Working Bee 
 

23rd 
Parent 

Teacher 
Conferences 

3.40 – 7.30pm 
 

24th  
Pancake Day 

 
28th  

Safeway 
Seaford 
Sausage 

Sizzle 
 

MARCH 
 

2nd 
PFA AGM 

9.15 
Fundraising 

10.00 
Facilities 
5.30pm 

From the Principal’s Office  
Welcome Back  
It was great to see familiar and happy faces as children 
and parents made their way into the school on Monday.  
I have heard many recounts of family holidays and fun 
times. I hope everyone had the chance to catch up with 
friends and relatives, and the opportunity to rest. I spent 
some of the holidays at home in Mentone with my 
family. We enjoyed walking down to the beach and 
going on a few day trips into the city and down the 
peninsula. 
 
The teachers returned to school last week and worked 
through an intensive three-day program. I am proud of 
their teamwork, excellent planning and the way they 
developed whole-school processes and programs, 
which will further enhance teaching and learning at 
Parktone Primary School. I would like to thank Mr Troy 
Briggs, our Leading Teacher who spent weeks over the 
holiday period developing an electronic Assessment 
Tracker. Troy’s software program will revolutionise how 
we monitor the children’s progress and use student 
achievement data to drive teaching. The new 
Mathematics and English Curriculum was completed in 
January and the teachers are pleased and enthusiastic 
with the final product. 
 
Two Prep Grades! 
On Monday morning there was a sense of excitement in 
the air as our 35 Prep children made their way to the 
new Prep Learning Centre. We had almost 100 parents 
and grandparents sharing this milestone with the 
children as they started their first day of school. By 9:30 
the children were settled and enjoying their introduction 
to Primary School. Miss Michala Else, Mrs Sally 
Northcott and Student Teacher Miss Wendy Rob had a 
range of activities organised. The teachers were 
impressed as with the children’s manners and 
behaviour. The children were attentive, respectful and 
eager to participate. Many friendships have been 
formed already between the Preps and the Grade 6 
Buddies who have been supporting the Preps in the 
yard.  
 
We are so lucky to have our 35 new Preps. This is a 
133% increase compared to last year’s Prep enrolment. 
We also have an additional 4 children who have 
enrolled at other grade levels.  Our new parents who 
have chosen Parktone Primary as the school for their 
children are vibrant and talented. I am looking forward 
to building strong relationships and working together 
over the coming years.  
 
 
 

The Year Ahead  
This year is going to be the most exciting in the school’s 
history. I am currently preparing documentation for the 
Better Schools Today Program, which will provide us with 
up to $500,000 to continue the transformation of our 
teaching and learning spaces in 2009.  I will be seeking 
the approval of a number of developments including the 
extension of the Prep Learning Centre, a modern central 
Library/Information Facility, and a Multi-purpose 
Space/Hall with a stage. Our State MP Janice Munt is the 
reason for this amazing gift. 
 
Janice secured this grant for us as she presented our 
school vision to parliament and to the Department of 
Education. Because of Janice Munt we have more than 
we ever dreamed possible for the rejuvenation of our 
much-loved school. 
  
We will continue to develop the school gardens under the 
management of Lesley and Ian Fyffe. Lesley and Ian 
finished another garden bed in January outside the 
library room. It looks fantastic.  
Working Bee 
The first Working Bee for 2009 will be on Sunday Feb 
22nd 9:00-12:30pm. The major task will be completing the 
garden near the Prep building. If you bring along a 
wheelbarrow and shovel, you will be greatly appreciated, 
as we distribute 30 cubic metres of tanbark. A BBQ 
brunch will be provided at 12:30pm. Helpers from all 
Grade levels are welcome. 
 
Family Picnic and Games Night 
On Friday February 13th you are invited to come to the 
school at 6:00pm. The night will begin with a walk 
through the school to observe the children’s displays and 
stars with their goals recorded. This is to celebrate the 
completion of the school’s Start Up Program. The 
program promotes the development of classroom rules, 
individual and collective goals and team spirit, which sets 
a positive tone across the school.  Families can enjoy 
their picnic before participating in a range of track and 
novelty events organised by the Parents and Friends 
Association at 7:00pm. It will be a fun night for all. 
 
Active After School Sports Program 
The Prep to Grade 2 children will have the opportunity to 
enjoy a Monday Dance session beginning February 16th 
3:34-4:45. The children in Grades 3-6 will be invited to 
participate in an activity yet to be confirmed. This after-
school movement/sports program can encourage the 
children to take up new sports and to join local 
community clubs and sporting associations. Notices will 
be sent home next week. 
 
Sun Smart 
In Terms 1 and 4 children are reminded to wear their 
hats when in the yard. 
 
School Captains 2009 
School Captains:                Tess Dyson & Zac Faulkner 
House Captain Marriott:  Lachie Butler 
House Captain McSwain:  Katherine Richie 
House Captain Parker:  Alyssa Gunes 
House Captain Scott:  Justin Henry 
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Staff List 2009 
Principal                 George Danson 
Office Manager   Nadine Robinson 
Administration Officer  Lisa Southward 
Prep A   Sally Northcott 
Prep B  Michala Else 
1/2 Sheryl Brown 
2/3 Anne Ziogos 
4/5 Jill Buckleigh & Heidi Bampfield 
5/6 Troy Briggs 
P.E. Bree Divine (formerly Jones ) 
French  Deb Marchant 
Visual & Performing Arts  Cheryl Thomas 
Reading Recover               Cheryl Thomas 
Integration Aides      Bev Watson & Vicki Kozaris 
 
 
Booklists/Stationery Packs 
Please remember that there are no booklists for 2009, as we bulk 
purchased everything on your child’s behalf. These will be 
distributed to your child/children progressively throughout the year. 
  
Uniforms 
Uniforms are available from PSW, 15 Mills Street Cheltenham. The 
shop is open 6 days per week. Direct contact can be made on 
9583 3287. If you have any uniform items that are still in good 
condition and no longer used, you may donate them to the uniform 
cupboard located in the office area of the main building. These 
items can be of great assistance to families who may require 
additional uniform items at a $1 a piece. 
 
School Charges 
All children will receive an invoice for their 2009 school charges 
shortly. We still have a number of outstanding balances from last 
year and would appreciate these being finalized.  
 
EMA 
Parents in receipt of the Educational Maintenance Allowance will 
receive all the information for their application in the coming week.  
 
Choir 
Grade 2-6 children are invited to join the school choir. Practise will 
be Thursdays 1:00-1:30pm led by Mrs Teri Milner. The first session 
begins next Thursday February 12th. 
 
February Events: 
Mon 9 th  
9:15am     PFA Meeting (Staffroom 
10:00am  Fundraising Meeting (Staffroom) 
5:30pm    Facilities/Buildings & Grounds (Office) 
 
Thu 12 th  
11:00am  Finance (Office) 
 
Fri 13 th  
6:00pm    Family Picnic/Games Night 
 
Tue 17th  
7:00pm   School Council Meeting (Staffroom) 
 
 
Sun 22 nd  
9:00am   Working Bee 
 
Mon 23 rd  
3:40pm Parent Teacher Conferences 
 
Sat 28 th  
9:00am   Fundraising Seaford Safeway Sausage Sizzle  
 

 

   
 

Happy Birthday! 
Happy birthday those students who celebrated their birthday in 
January and to those who will be celebrating their birthday in 
the next fortnight …. 
                       

 Aaron H   2nd January 
 Mitchell H   4th January 
 Natashia J   5th January 
 Stephanie J   5th January 
 Riley H  6th January 
 Grace C  6th January 
 Madison p  8th January 
 Jackson p  8thJanuary 
 Thomas P  9th January 
 Dillon T  15th January 
 Maria U  15th January 
 Nicholas J  17th January 
 Justin H  25thJanuary 
 Imogen L  28th January 
 Laura H  1st February 
 Erin S  2nd February 
 Christian F  4th February 
 Kanstantinos S  8th February 
 Sarah H  10th February 
 Chloe H  10th February 
 Jordan R  11th February 
 Matthew H  18th February 

 

           
 

Education Maintenance Allowance 
 
The Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is provided to 
assist eligible families with the costs associated with the 
education of their children.   
 
To be eligible for receipt of the EMA you must: 
�  be either a parent or guardian of a primary or secondary 

school student up to the age of sixteen; and 
�  be an eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink pension, 

allowance or benefit within the meaning of the State 
Concessions Act 2004 or  be a Veterans Affairs (TPI) 
pensioner or  be a foster parent. 

Consequently parents/guardians are able to access the EMA if 
they have a valid Health Care Card or valid Pension Card. 
 
The eligibility criteria must be met as at the first day of Term 1 
(28 January 2009  which is the� ������ ��	� �
�� ����
���� �������
and Term 3 (13 July 2009 ). The EMA application must be 
submitted to the school by 27 February 2009  for the first 
instalment and 7 August 2009  for the second instalment. The 
EMA provides an annual amount of $221 for primary students 
and $443 for secondary students and is paid in two instalments.  
This amount is split evenly between the parents/guardians and 
the school.   

Students turning 16 years in 2009 will be paid on a pro rata 
basis. 
New EMA payment option for 2009 
Commencing in 2009, the Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development will introduce a new payment option for 
the payment of the Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) to 
parents.  
Under the new system, eligible parents will have the option to 
receive the 50% ‘parent portion’ of the EMA payment directly 
into the parent’s nominated bank account, or  as a cheque 
payment.  
The 2009 EMA application form includes a section for you to 
nominate whether you would like your EMA payment to be 
made to your own bank account or to receive your payment as 
a cheque (which is the current arrangement). The banking 
details required will include the BSB code and the account 
number. 
EMA Application forms are available from the school office  
�
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OUR COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD 

 
 

MORDIALLOC  NEIGHBOURHOOD  HOUSE  
 

Mandarin Language for Beginners 
Thursday:  7.00 – 9.00pm 

February 12 – April 2 (8 weeks) 
Cost: $90.00 

Please phone Mordialloc Neighbourhood  House on 9587 
4534 

for enrolment details. 
 
 
 

Bentleigh greens Junior Soccer Club 
U 12 Players required 

 
Bentleigh Greens Junior Soccer Club is seeking interest from 

enthusiastic players born in 1997 for our Under 12 teams. 
Bentleigh Greens excellent facilities located at 301-307 Centre 

Dandenong Road, Cheltenham (ph 9585 2282).  
Melway ref 87 F2  

(in front of Moorabbin  airport DFO) 
Please contact trajanoroberto@gmail.com  for further 

information. 
The club also has paces available from U 6 to U18 players. 

Registration of players can be done at the main club rooms on 
every weekday from 6.30pm 

 
 

 

        
 
Did you know that the Australian Society of Orthodontists recommends children have their first check-up by 
a specialist orthodontist at age 7? 
 

Does your child: 
�  Have crooked teeth or misaligned jaws? 
�  Have difficulty in chewing or biting? 
�  Suck their thumb or fingers? 
�  Experience speech difficulties? 
�  Grind their teeth? 

 
These may be indicators of an existing or developing orthodontic problem. 
 
Take advantage of our free initial visit  and get some professional advice from a specialist orthodontist 
today.  No referral is necessary.  

 



                             
                                                                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

      
 


